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What always strikes me about this Gospel is the immediacy of the response to follow Christ, 

there is no hesitation, they are prepared to leave everyone and everything to follow him. 

Accepting the invitation was obviously irresistible, impossible to refuse and return to one’s life 

as it was before. Christ turned your life around one hundred and eighty degrees, and moved 

you in a completely new direction. If I was approached by someone who invited me to follow 

them, I could not guarantee my response would be so immediate, an instantaneous ‘yes’.  

I would want to weigh up the odds, to make sure I was not being drawn into some kind of cult 

separating me from my loved ones and friends. Our families would probably encourage us to 

reflect and think very deeply before making a life changing decision to give up everything to 

follow someone you had only just met.  

I know families who have been distraught, anxious, and hesitant when their son or daughter 

shared their desire to discern a vocation to the priesthood or consecrated religious life. One of 

the concerns is that the decision involves giving up the possibility and gift of married love and 

children. There were guys with me in seminary whose families were far from happy they were 

discerning a vocation to the priesthood, which their families often viewed as committing 

oneself to a solitary and unhealthy life. Often their hearts and minds were challenged and 

changed once they witnessed close up and personal the joy and beauty of discerning a vocation 

to the priesthood and, if it came to pass, the gift of ordination.  

But the word I have used is discernment. There was no time for discernment in Christ’s 

invitation, you simply took a leap of faith and followed him. There was obviously something 

magnetic about him, it was an invitation one simply could not resist, refuse. There are probably 

very few people who change their whole way of life in an instant without thinking of the long 

term consequences. If I had come home and told my family I was dropping everything to follow 

Jesus, they would probably have locked me in a room till I had come to my senses. After all, if 

you are going to commit your life to someone, your family and close friends expect to meet 

them before you do so, to affirm your decision or encourage you to change your mind. They like 

to see how you gel together, how your gifts and talents complement each other, and whether 

or not they are good fit not only for you, but also within your family unit as well. We usually 

want to weigh up all the odds, seeking the advice and wisdom of others before making life 

changing decisions.  

But if you were to weigh up the odds before following Jesus, you would probably never make 

the decision to do so, and would always sit on the fence. Because once you do say yes to the 

invitation, it changes your whole perspective on life and love. Following Jesus is going to hold 

you accountable for the rest of your life and into eternity. It will change your outlook on 

suffering and death, the poor and the outcast, the sick and the sinner. You won’t be able to 

write anyone off, no matter what they may have done, because Jesus opens the door of 

redemption and salvation to everyone, and no one is considered beyond it. Christ offers 

repentance to all.  



Repentance is allowing God to change your life a hundred and eighty degrees if it is necessary 

to do so. This is what is unique about Jesus, he can soften the hardest heart through the power 

of his love and forgiveness. A few people questioned me after last Sunday’s Gospel because 

John the Baptist said twice in the extract we read, “I do not know him.” John was his cousin, 

how did he not know him? Remember Jesus is beginning his ministry at around thirty years of 

age. They may have not been in contact with each other for many years. I have met relatives 

after a number of years and I did not automatically recognize them, not only had they changed 

in appearance but also in attitude. We don’t necessarily get on with every family member, we 

change, we move in different directions, with mix with different people, relationships and 

friendships take us in a new direction.  

In many ways John the Baptist and Jesus are polar opposites. John’s approach was hell fire and 

brimstone, very direct and challenging. He called those who came for Baptism a “brood of 

vipers”. He was apocalyptic in his approach, if you don’t get baptized you were on the slippery 

slope to hell. Jesus’ approach is very different, though still challenging and life changing, 

eternally life changing. His first message is repentance, I am here to change your life forever. 

John the Baptist is unsure if he is the Messiah, the Savior, until he sees the Spirit of God fall 

upon him at his baptism, now the picture is clear. There is more of a softness, a gentleness, a 

humility in Christ’s approach than there is in John the Baptist.  

In the Gospel of the Evangelist John, Jesus invites his first disciples to come and spend time with 

him, to come into his home. A home is a very sacred place. It is a haven, an oasis of trust, were 

one can truly be oneself. To be invited into someone’s home is a sacred thing, it is an invitation 

to get to know them, to see how they live, to hear about their values and what makes them 

tick. Jesus invites us to follow him in order to get to know him, to discover who he truly is. Of 

course, it is not just a one on one relationship, it is communal, hence the reason for the 

community of disciples, the Church.  

I am sure we know many, many people, some of whom will be close to us, family members, 

who have walked away from Christ in the Church. They don’t have a problem with Jesus as a 

person, as the Son of God, their problem lies with the Church, the structure, the rules and 

regulations, the sin and hypocrisy which can emulate from it. There is no excuse for sin and 

hypocrisy within or outside the Church. For me personally, if it was not for the Church I would 

not know Christ. I would not know the truth and joy of the Gospel. I would not know that God 

loves me into eternity. I would not know about the love and wisdom of countless men and 

women who have gone before me in faith living heroic and selfless lives. I can blame the Church 

for many things, I am devastated and heartbroken by the scandals and abuse, but in the end it 

is still through the Church, this amazing community of disciples, that I have come to know Christ 

and I cannot imagine my life without him, without knowing who he truly is. In Christ I discover 

my true identity, dignity and eternal worth. No one should be denied this knowledge, yet 

without Christ we would not know it. God does not want anyone to live in darkness.  



Isaiah did not want his people to ever lose hope, he wanted to keep the flame of faith alive in 

their hearts. He writes some seven hundred years before the coming of Christ, when his own 

people are living in exile, but he knows the Messiah will come, the eternal light of the Savior 

will shine upon this world. He never lost hope despite the circumstances he was living under. 

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.” We don’t walk in darkness, we 

know the Savior, it is Christ the Lord. We don’t live in a land of gloom or ignorance, because we 

are privileged to know Christ, to be his disciples by virtue of our baptism.  

Most of us are disciples by tradition, not by personal choice. It was our parents who brought us 

to the waters of baptism, the waters of eternal life, into the faith of the Church. There comes a 

time when we make our faith our own, when we don’t simply rely on the faith of others.  

Of course, one of the joys of being a Christian is that we will always rely on others when it 

comes to faith. If my faith is challenged, weak, or I think I am losing it, I draw strength from the 

rest of the Church, I don’t just give up, I give permission to the family of faith to hold me 

together, to sustain me through periods of doubt, challenge, suffering and loss. The faith of the 

Church keeps me in communion with Jesus even when I personally feel he is a million miles 

away.  

Paul was writing to a very divided Church in Corinth, all sorts of factions had emerged, hence 

the reason he says you need to stop siding with one person or another, centering your faith on 

them as a person whether it be Peter, Paul, Apollos. It has to be centered on Christ. We can get 

so caught up in the politics of the Church, or side with a particular Pope or Bishop, or Church 

personality, and lose sight of Christ. Its is like some of the articles or opinions I read after the 

death of Pope Emeritus Benedict, that the conservative wing of the Church had lost its voice. 

Pope Emeritus Benedict would be far from happy with such a judgement. By doing so we are 

continuing the polarization and divisions Paul speaks of in today’s second reading. It is all about 

Christ. The more we are for Christ, the more we center ourselves on Christ, the less divided we 

will be and the more credible we will be in giving witness to the world. Amen! 


